
Cyanotype prompt sheet 
 
Materials and equipment needed 
 
What you can print on: 
 
 

• Any type of paper, though good quality watercolour/printmaking paper can give 
better results (for instance Summerset Velvet). It is even possible to print on 
newspaper if you develop your image very carefully and don’t pick it up by the 
corner so it doesn’t desintegrate! Cotton cloth that is not too thick and contains 
at least 50 per cent cotton fiber works well. 

 
Chemicals: 
Ferric ammonium citrate (green) 
Potassium ferricyanide (not ferrocyanide) 
 
Coating: you can use any cheap brush from a hard ware shop. Or use a glass coating 
rod which is more economical as the chemicals don’t remain on the bristles of the 
brush. Or use a sponge, splash the chemicals on..there are endless possibilities 
depending on the effect you want to achieve! 
 
Other materials:  
• Brown bottles (old cough sirup bottles for instance) to keep the chemicals for a 

few months. 
• Digital scales 
•  U.V light – facial tanning lamps or tubes work well  
 

 Or use the sun! Free and faster (in the summer at least) 
 
 

• Hairdryer or fan heater for drying the paper if you are in a rush 
• Plastic gloves and something to protect your work space from stains 
 
Steps for making cyanotypes 

 
1. Mix 2 separate solutions – use measuring jugs that you won’t use for other 

chemicals. It’s important to not mix everything together straight away, as the 
resulting chemicals can be kept for much longer. 

 
Mix one: 
Dilute 10 grams of ferric ammonium citrate (green) + 50 ml tap water. Put into a 
bottle 
 
Mix two: 
Dilute 4 grams potassium ferricyanide + 50 ml tap water. Put into a bottle.  
 
Printing: 
Coat your paper evenly. You can check quickly under non-uv light (tungsten or 
fluorescent is ok) if the whole paper looks yellow. 
You can coat several sheets of paper/cloth etc in advance. If you are not planning to 
use them straight away, keep in two strong black plastic bag from an old box of 
photographic paper. Dry the paper with a hair dryer or fan heater or leave it to dry 
in the air. This stage should be done in the dark room or under subdued light. You 
can do it at home in a room with closed windows/blinds down and a small desk lamp 
in the corner  
 
 



 
 
Exposure 
 
Sandwich together: 

1. Glass/Negative (emulsion side down, like for making a contact sheet) 
2. Paper (coated side up) 
3. Printing frame back 

 
Do a test print first! Your paper will gradually get darker, this can take anything 
between 3-30 minutes (or longer if you are exposing your prints under the winter sun 
in northern Europe!). Check out this worldwide cyanotype exposure survey which will 
give you a good starting point: 
http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/processes/cyanotype/the-big-cyanotype-
exposure-survey-results 
 
Your image should turn from yellow to gunmetal grey. Only the brightest highlights of 
your image will remain yellow green.  
 
Processing 
 
Once it looks ready, rinse your image in a tray, NOT over running water as the image 
might fade away. About 5 minutes are usually enough to clear all the chemicals. 
Leave a bit longer to avoid any stains appearing when you dry your image.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Examples of cyanotypes after drying.  
 


