
Salt printing prompt sheet 
 
 
You will need: 
 

• Sheets of good quality watercolour/printmaking paper (for instance Rives, 
Canson, Fabiano) 

• Sodium Chloride (Sea Salt) from supermarket or ammonium chloride from  
photographic supplier 

(don’t buy salt with anti-caking agent or other additives)  
• Silver Nitrate – from supplier of photographic chemicals 
• Purified water – normally used for ironing, car engines available in 

supermarkets, Wilko or petrol stations  
• Citric Acid – available in the wine making section at Wilko’s for instance 
• Sodium thiosulphate powder 
• Bicarbonate of soda (from baking section in most supermarkets) 
• Protective gloves * only use them for salt printing and nothing else! 
• Plastic sheet/something to protect work surfaces (including floor) 
• Coating rod/ sponge/ brushes: Note 

Make sure you use a brush without any metal parts holding the bristles together  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Japanese type brush available from art stores 
 
 

 
Steps for making salt prints: 

1. Prepare the paper: this stage is called ‘salting’ and can be done in normal 
daylight. 
 

Prepare a mixture of: 
1 liter cold tap water 
20 grams of sodium chloride/sea salt or 
ammonium chloride from a photographic chemical 
supplier 
 
Dissolve the salt in the water and immerse your 
paper in it for about 5 minutes. 
 
 
 

 
2. Mix 2 separate solutions – use measuring jugs that you won’t use for other 

chemicals. It’s important to not mix everything together straight away as the 
resulting sensitizer will be achieve better results 

 
Mix one: 
 
50ml distilled water 
12grams silver nitrate (be careful as it spills easily) 
 
Mix two: 
50ml distilled water 
6 grams citric acid  



 
Dilute well, mix together and pour into a small brown bottle (the type the you get 
for cough sirup).  
 
Printing: 
Ensuring that your paper is dry, put a mark at the back to know which side you are 
coating as the emulsion will be barely visible when you coat your paper. Only coat as 
much paper as you intend to print. Dry with a hair dryer or fan heater. This stage 
should be done in the dark room or under subdued light (make sure no daylight source 
is around).  
 
Sandwich together: 

1. Glass/Negative (emulsion side down, like for making a contact sheet) 
2. Paper (coated side up) 
3. Printing frame back 

 
 
Expose to the sun or U.V lamp. You should get 
‘a redish brown image with an irregular dark 
border caused by brushing the silver outside the 
confines of the negative.’ The correct exposure 
will depend on the density of your negative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Processing 
 
Prepare the fixing bath:  

Mix: 500ml cold tap water + 25 grams of sodium 
thiosulphate powder + 2 grams bicarbonate of soda.  
OR alternatively you could use standard fix if you dilute it 
at 1:19 rather then 1:9 but it can bleach out the image 
slightly so it’s less recommended. 

1. Bath your print face up in running water. The unused 
silver nitrate will turn the water a bit ‘milky!. When this 
milkiness disappears you can fix the print. 

2. Fix your print face up for 4-5minutes 
 

Important! Only use your tray with thiosulfate fixer for salt printing or it might 
contaminate the prints and create stains. Make sure you change the fixer very often, 
every time it look milky (this could be as much as every 10 prints). 

3. Wash your prints in running water for 30 minutes 
 
Note: your print can change colour and turn ginger brown during processing but 
will regain its original colour when washed and dried! 
 
 


