
Brief Structure of Symposium Presentation 
	  
Haven’t been able to do a draft because I am still undergoing 
research into my Symposium idea. However, I have managed to briefly 
structure my essay. 
 
Possible Title (Under Consideration): Memory Triggers and 
Autobiographical Landscape Photography  
 
Introduction: 

• Need to be really clear about what I mean when I discuss 
memory 

• Need to highlight that this is about Memory Triggers and 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL Landscape Photography 

• Kate also suggested that as it’s a Symposium I could actually say 
that the ideas expressed in this presentation came from an 
interest in personal experience if I make sure not to make this the 
focus of the presentation – was asked to check with Anthony first 

 
Sections: 
I then plan on splitting my presentation into three (possible) main 
sections: 
 
Section 1:  

• Bereavement, reminiscence, and remembrance 
• How they relate to reverie memories 
• What is it about photography that allows us to reminisce and 

remember? – Talk about photography’s specific qualities of 
capturing a moment in time etc. 

 
Section 2: 

• Returning to places to reconnect with the deceased loved 
ones/reverie memories 

• Using places as memory triggers 
• Look at the residue of the image/past 
• How does the photographic trace relate to memory studies? 

 
Section 3 (possible): 

• False memories  
• How an individuals imagination can adjust memories and the 

memory timeline 
 
However, after talking to Kate, she suggested that this third section is a 
whole other section of theories and ideas that may be too much to talk 
about in my 10 minute presentation – I am therefore unsure as to 
whether I will be including this section and will decide through my 
planning process to see if I have enough research to back up the first 
two sections 
 



Brief Structure of Symposium Presentation 
	  
Structure: 

• These sections will be the main part of my essay and will 
therefore be the sections where I discuss theoretical context 

• Each of these sections will also have at least one case study that 
I will look at to back up possible concepts 

• Summary – will briefly state what I have discussed so far and will 
include a conclusion surrounding some of the ideas I have talked 
about (which obviously hasn’t been identified as of yet) 

 
 
Readings and Theories to Focus On: 
As for the readings and theories that I plan on focusing on, when 
talking to Kate, she said that I had to include my “Eureka” moments 
within my presentation, as these are obviously the main theories that I 
am interested in. 
 
Some of these include: 
 
“Emotional Geographies” edited by Joyce Davidson, Liz Bondi and 
Mick Smith 

• Definitions and ideas about “Reverie” memories 
• Ideas on landscapes as triggers 

 
“Art of Memory” by Frances A. Yates 
 
“Camera Lucida” by Roland Barthes 

• Ideas surrounding Studium and Punctum 
 
“Art and Thought” edited by Dana Arnold and Margaret Iversen 

• Ideas on Imagination – possibly as this would fit in with the third 
section and I’m unsure as to whether I’m including this section 
yet 

 
“Rites of Return: Diaspora Poetics and the Politics of Memory” edited by 
Marianne Hirsch and Nancy K. Miller 

• (Especially the chapter “Memoirs of Return” by Saidiya Hartman, 
Eva Hoffman and Daniel Mendelsohn in conversation with Nancy 
K. Miller) 

• Sparked ideas about landscape and memory and returning to a 
place to reconnect with memories of reverie 

 
 
However, I will have to revisit the scans I have of the other books in my 
Bibliography to identify any theories or quotes that will fit with the main 
sections of my presentation. 


