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Why do we forget?	  



“… Many memories, perhaps among the most 
precious, childhood memories, have not been 
definitively erased but simply rendered inaccessible, 
unavailable, which makes us say that one forgets 
less than one thinks or fears.” 


(Ricoeur 2006: 416)
	  





“… An episode of memory when we somehow travel 
back. A state where consciousness can slip back 
towards a more dreamlike state… [And] can begin 
to ‘drift’ back into all the remembered spaces, 
events and feelings which are in our minds.” 


(Jones 2007: 208-209)


	  





Example of a Pile of Family Photos
•  Will take own image for final presentation





“… At other times it [recognition] implies an effort of 
the mind which seeks in the past, in order to apply 
them to the present, those representations which 
are best able to enter into the present situation.” 


(Bergson 1912: 87) 	  





WHEN I WAS A GIRL, I WORRIED ABOUT BEING BURIED
Ann Chwatsky (1999-2001)	  



WHEN I WAS A GIRL, MY TEARS TURNED INTO A POND
Ann Chwatsky (1999-2001)	  



WHEN I WAS A GIRL
Ann Chwatsky (1999-2001)	  



How do different Landscape images and projects 
trigger the recollection of an individual’s personal 

memory? 	  





“Things and people do not simply appear, they 
reappear as being the same, and it is in accordance 
with this sameness of reappearing that we 
remember them.” 


(Ricoeur 2006: 23)
	  





War Story 1"
Mikael Levin (1995-1996)



War Story 2
Mikael Levin (1995-1996)



War Story 3"
Mikael Levin (1995-1996)



Why have I decided to focus the discussion solely 
on LANDSCAPE images and projects?	  



“This art consists essentially in associating images 
with places (topoi, loci) organized in rigorous 
systems corresponding to a house, a public space, 
an architectural setting.” 


(Ricoeur 2006: 62)
	  



“For when we return to a place after a considerable 
absence, we not merely recognize the place itself, 
but remember things that we did there, and recall 
the persons whom we met and even the unuttered 
thoughts which passed through our minds when we 
were there before.” 


(Yates 1994: 37)
	  



Why do we forget?	  



We don’t.	  
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